
 

 

Camden Historic Resources Committee 
 Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, September 13, 2014, Washington Street Conference Room 
 
Members Present: Pat Skaling, Acting Chair; Elinor Klivans; Judy McGuirk; Susan 
Neves 
Alternates Present: Beedy Parker 
Guests Present: Tony Grassi, John Healy, Jennifer Healy, Dave Jackson, Susan 
Snead 
Select Board Liaison: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m.. 
 

Secretary’s Report/Review of Minutes:  
Minutes of July 12, 2016, were approved as written.   
 
Chair’s Report:  Pat asked members to review a list of those who should  
receive the monthly minutes of the HRC for additions and/or corrections.  The list 
will then be given to Janice Esancy who will distribute the minutes for the 
committee. 
 
Select Board Liaison’s Report:  No report 
 
Route 1 North Committee representative, Tony Grassi asked the HRC to “weigh 
in” on the Maine DOT plans for future expansion Route 1 from the Camden Hills 
State Park to Lincolnville Beach.  The proposed expansion involves demolition of 
20 feet on both sides of the existing road.  The Route 1 North Committee is 
concerned with the effects of the expansion upon at least two “historic” homes 
and on the trees and historic stone walls that will be in the proposed path.  HRC 
members would like to see the historic character of the area preserved.  If 
requested by the Select Board, we would be willing to make a supportive 
statement.  Susan Snead will check with Meg Barclay on the Town’s Design 
Team to see what the role of the Design Team might be.     
   

HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
Stewardship 

Archives:  Susan Snead reported that Heather Moran has left the History Center 
for a State job in Augusta.  The position at the History Center has been posted.  
Elinor will speak with Nikki Maounis regarding the need for better public 
awareness of the Walsh History Center, including signage. An architect is 
currently advising the Library on better utilization of space, and an addition to the 
exterior is also anticipated.  Reportedly, Meg Barclay and Chris Glass are to be 
involved in the new library plans. 
 
Village Green:  Judy McGuirk reported that the Green is in good shape.  A major 
fall clean-up is planned for the end of October. 



 

 

 
The Lions Club, reportedly, was recently considering placing a sign near the 
Honor Roll Monument wall on the Village Green to indicate that the Lions Club 
maintained the wall.  An Historic Resources Committee member became aware 
of their plans and recalled that the Town had considered a somewhat similar 
situation a few years ago.  Upon research, it was found that Attorney William 
Kelley recommended in July 2006 that any level of activity that resembled 
commercial activity was prohibited by the Village Green’s deed of gift.  Upon 
learning of the previous action of the Town concerning any activity that might be 
construed as commercial, the Lions Club has decided not to pursue its sign. 
 
Harbor Park and Amphitheatre: Dave Jackson reported that the historic walking 
tours have been very popular this summer.  The average size of the groups has 
been 17 people, and some groups have had as many as 30. There have been 
twelve tours this summer on Fridays at 4:00 p.m.. 
     Harbor Park has received a substantial gift to restore a walkway leading up 
from Atlantic Avenue to the Library.  It is to be paved with fieldstones to match 
existing paths.  He hopes the project will start this fall.  Weeding and pruning has 
been completed in the park. 
     Dave will be able to attend future meeting of HRC on a regular basis. 
 
Opera House:  no report. 
 
Curtis Island Lighthouse:  Many windows in the house on Curtis Island are 
deteriorating due to age and need replacement.  HRC would likely support a 
request for Town funds for replacement. 
 
Annual Letter to Stewards of Town Historic Properties:  Letter is  typically sent in 
January of each year. 
 

 
Education/Recognition 

 
Other Historic Properties:  Susan Snead will contact a friend who lives in the 
Jacobs Avenue area to see if there is any neighborhood interest in pursuing 
research with the intent to apply for historic district status. 
 
Expanding Historic Districts Downtown: Susan Snead reported the expansion is 
on hold.  Two properties have been identified as possibly historic: the former 
Cappy’s building and the corner building currently housing Swan’s Island 
Blankets.  
 

Policy 
 Downtown Design Team: No report. 
 



 

 

 Budget:  Status update:  Judy McGuirk reported on information from Pat 
 Finnigan. Last year’s budget of $1000. was exceeded by $500 because the 
 consulting fee for researching potential historic properties was $1500. This 
 year’s budget is $3000. 
 
 Annual Select Board Report/Annual Report:  Judy McGuirk reported the due date 
 for next Annual Report is March 1. 
 
 HRC Membership Update:  Pat reminded that HRC needs to fill a vacancy for 
 a voting member position.  While not required, the committee would like to have   
 another alternate member as well.  Elinor will contact Mark DeMichele to see if  
 he might be interested. 
 
 New Member Orientation Materials:  Susan Neves and Pat Skaling will update 
 booklet for new members. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 HRC roles decisions:   Pat Skaling has agreed to serve as Chair for one year and 
 Judy McGuirk to serve as Secretary for one year.  The Committee will reassess 
 after one year.  The committee feels this will give continuity to the meetings and 
a  point person for the  Town Office.  Members agreed to step up their participation 
 and support in areas where needed, especially in knowledge of past proceedings  
 and policy matters. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  
Tuesday, October 11, 4:00 p.m. at Washington St. Conference Room. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Neves 
 
 


